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suaded the king to settle, and the money was paid, 2,115,000 ducats.
When General Jackson came into the Presidential office he found, among other unaccountable things, that there was no treaty of any sort with the Ottoman Empire. Other nations had secured favorable treaties, especially Russia, in what was known as the Adrianople treaty, the provisions of which had been extended to other European nations. General Jackson was surprised, and his active mind quickened when he found that we had no stipulated or guaranteed right of passing the Dardanelles and of navigating the Black Sea and no protection whatever for American citizens in the Sultan's dominions, a vast country covering what was once one-half the Roman world. Sacred and profane history bad given these vast dominions an importance in Christendom that no other country had. They covered the land which was the birthplace of the human race, the cradle of the Christian religion and the early seat of the arts and sciences, and contained the city which was founded by the first Roman Christian Emperor. It had been the seat of commerce and great wealth. The Government was just fifty years old when Jackson took die oath of office, and although efforts had been made, all attempts at a treaty with the government of this vast empire had failed.
Congress was not a little surprised, as well as the country, when General Jackson laid before the Senate a most liberal and far-reaching treaty made with the Sultan Mah-moud, noted for his liberal foreign views, his domestic reforms, and his protection of Christians. The treaty provided on its face that it was the first treaty ever made between the United States and the Ottoman Empire. By the provisions of this treaty our trade with the Turkish dominions was placed on the footing of the most favored nation, and being without limitation as to time, may be considered as perpetual, subject only to be abrogated by war, in itself, which was remembered.y.      Manj
